The Danish, Estonian, Icelandic, Latvian, and Lithuanian Ambassadors in Berlin invite you to celebrate
 25th Anniversary: The International Recognition of the Restoration of Independence of the Baltic States
[bookmark: _GoBack]Time: Monday, 23 May 2016 at 4.30pm (the press briefing for the invited journalist will take place between 4.30-5pm)
Venue: Nordic Embassies, Rauchstr. 1, 10787 Berlin
In 1991 the international community recognized the restoration of the independence of the Baltic countries Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. Iceland and Denmark played the leading role in the process of the reestablishment of diplomatic relations with the Baltic countries. Thereafter, the other Nordic countries and Germany started a consistent support policy to ensure the irreversible comeback of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania to the European and Transatlantic family.
To mark the 25th anniversary of the international recognition of the restoration of independence and reestablishment of diplomatic relations, the Danish, Estonian, Icelandic, Latvian and Lithuanian Ambassadors would like to invite you to celebrate this important event.
The key political figures from the independence movement and the process of international recognition will be present and discuss this historic development and its influence on current political affairs.
Welcoming remarks will be given by Markus Meckel, President of the Volksbund Deutsche Kriegsgräberfürsorge e.V., and former GDR Foreign Minister and Martin Kotthaus, Head of the European Directorate-General at the Federal Foreign Office.
The participants in the panel discussion will be the former Danish and Icelandic foreign ministers, Uffe Ellemann-Jensen and Jón Baldvin Hannibalsson, former Lithuanian Head of State, Professor Vytautas Landsbergis; Estonian Member of the European Parliament, Professor Marju Lauristin; Latvian Member of the European Parliament, Sandra Kalniete, as well as former deputy Head of Department in the German foreign ministry, Dr. Ernst-Jörg von Studnitz. The panel discussion will be moderated by PD Dr. Joachim Tauber, Director of the Northeast Institute at the University of Hamburg and Chairman of the German-Lithuanian Forum.
Following the panel discussion, Head of the Federal Chancellery and Federal Minister for Special Tasks, Peter Altmaier, will give the keynote speech.
We look forward to welcoming you.
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25th Anniversary: The International Recognition of the Restoration of Independence of the Baltic States
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Date: Monday, 23 May 2016


16.15 Admittance and Registration of Guests

16.30 Press Briefing

17.00 Welcoming Remarks
· Markus Meckel, President of the Volksbund Deutsche Kriegsgräberfürsorge e.V., and former GDR Foreign Minister

· Martin Kotthaus, Head of the European Directorate-General at the Federal Foreign Office

Panel Discussion
· Uffe Ellemann-Jensen, former Foreign Minister (Denmark)

· Professor Marju Lauristin, Member of the European Parliament (Estonia)

· Dr. Ernst-Jörg von Studnitz, former  deputy Head of Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Germany)

· Jón Baldvin Hannibalsson, former Foreign Minister (Iceland)

· Sandra Kalniete, Member of the European Parliament (Latvia)

· Professor Vytautas Landsbergis, former Lithuanian Head of State (Lithuania)

Moderator: PD Dr. Joachim Tauber, Director of the Northeast Institute at the University of Hamburg, Chairman of the German-Lithuanian Forum

Keynote Speech
· Peter Altmaier, Head of the Federal Chancellery and Federal Minister for Special Tasks

19.15 Reception and Exhibition
· Exhibition: War after the war: Armed anti-Soviet resistance in Lithuania 1944-1953

19.45 Film
· “Those Who Dare” on the independence of the Baltic states

